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Market potential housing prices and labor mobility:

from the perspective of new economic geography
YU Yunjiang' GAO Xiangdong’
(1. Free Trade Zone Research Institute Shanghai Lixin University of Accounting and Finance Shanghai 201209 China;
2. Faculty of Economics and Management East China Normal University Shanghai 200241 China)

Abstract: Using the sample data of Chinese cities at prefecture level or above in the “filth census” and “six census”
this paper explores the impact of market potential on inter-provincial labor mobility and its internal mechanism with housing
price factor as a dispersion force into the new economic geography model of urban agglomeration based on “forward linkages”
mechanism in new economic geography. The results show that: (1) due to the existence of “price index effect” the regional
market potential difference is an important driving force for inter-provincial labor mobility and consequently “forward linka—
ges” mechanism in new economic geography has been supported in this empirical study in China; (2) the impact of tradition—
al labor flow factors such as wage level geographic distance and adjacent boundary effect gradually weaken as time goes on
while the role of education and the market size of the tertiary industry has gradually increased; (3) when focusing on the mar—
ket size of different industries the market size of the tertiary industry is more important than that of the secondary industry.

Key words: labor mobility; market potential ; urban agglomeration; new economic geography; housing prices

( 74 )
Audit quality media coverage and equity capital cost:

empirical evidence from listed companies in China

ZHU Dan' LI Yan®
(1. School of Economics and Management Beijing Jiaotong University Beijing 100044 China;
2. Bank of China Insurance Company Limited Beijing 100032 China)

Abstract: Auditing and media coverage are important external supervision and governance mechanisms of listed compa—
nies which are complementary and synergistic. In this paper we choose A-share listed companies in China as research sam—
ple to examine the impact of audit quality on equity capital cost of listed companies and to analyze the regulation effects of
different kinds of media coverage. The results show that: high quality audit can reduce the equity capital cost of listed compa—
nies. Positive media coverage has synergy effect with high quality audit which will strengthen the effect of high quality audit
on reducing the cost of equity capital of listed companies while negative media coverage tends to diverge from high quality
audit so as to weaken the effect of high quality audit on reducing the equity capital cost of listed companies. Further analysis
shows that these phenomena are more prominent in non-state-owned enterprises and enterprises located in less market-oriented
areas. This paper provides empirical evidence for the impact of external information environment on the equity financing of lis—
ted companies from a brand new perspective.

Key words: audit quality; media coverage; equity capital cost; ownership; marketization degree
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