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Rural Transportation Infrastructure and Rural Labor Transfer.

An Explanation Based on Chinese Household Tracking Survey Data

CHEN Ming, WANG Zhifan, CHEN Feng
(School of Economics, Management and Law, University of South China, Hengyang 421001, China)

Abstract : This paper uses the Core-Periphery model of new economic geography to construct a theoretical analysis
mechanism of transportation infrastructure affecting labor transfer, and makes an empirical estimation based on Chinese
household tracking survey data. Results show that the improvement of rural transportation infrastructure objectively encourages
farmers to work in cities, but it is restricted by factors involved in the urban-rural income gap. There are also obvious
heterogeneous characteristics, in that this effect shows a positive promotion effect only when the regional urban-rural income gap
is large and exceeds a certain threshold. At the same time, it may become an inhibitory force hindering the transfer of rural
labor force to cities. This paper also explores the different effects of each sub-dimension of the urban-rural income gap on labor
transfer, and provides a detailed explanation for the heterogeneity of the impact of transportation infrastructure on rural labor
transfer by identifying the key dimensions. Finally, the paper’s conclusions provide a basis for the policy suggestions it makes.

Key words : transportation infrastructure ; transfer of rural labor force; urban rural income gap; threshold regression



