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Anti-monopoly Regulation of Algorithmic Personalized Pricing

QIAO Baojie, ZHANG Kaiwen
(School of Law, Shanghai University of International Business and Economics, Shanghai 201620, China)

Abstract; Algorithmic personalized pricing in the platform economy has attracted widespread attention both domestically
and internationally in recent years, with mixed reviews. The economic attributes and effects of personalized pricing are quite
complex and the primary focus of research. Algorithmic personalized pricing is a neutral pricing strategy, and the prevailing
trend, both domestically and internationally, is to allow its existence, unless it is deemed illegal. Personalized pricing
algorithms can produce a series of positive effects by estimating consumers’ willingness to pay. However, the misuse of
personalized pricing algorithms can lead to negative effects that distort market competition or infringe upon consumer interests.
Additionally, antitrust enforcement agencies’ limited understanding of the underlying logic of algorithms has led to a lack of
effective regulatory and enforcement measures for algorithmic personalized pricing, This makes it difficult to quickly detect the
negative impact of platform enterprises on market competition and the infringement of consumer interests. Enforcement agencies
should adopt a regulatory philosophy that coordinates preemptive strategies with post-incident action primarily through
Anti-monopoly Law of the People’s Republic of China to address the challenges brought by algorithmic personalized pricing.

Key words: platform economy; personalized pricing; algorithm; price discrimination; anti-monopoly law



