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The Trade Flow of China’s Cultural Goods:

Perspectives from Multi-Dimensional Distances

Huang Jiuli' Zhou Zeping’
(1. Center for Transnationals” Studies Nankai University Tianjin 300457 China;
2. China Guangfa Bank Guangzhou 510085 China;)

Abstract: The trade of Cultural Goods is not only an important part of international trade and national economy but also
the carrier of cross—country cultural transmission. This paper investigates empirically the impact of multi-dimensional distances
on the export flows of China’s cultural goods that is the distances of geography economy culture political sysem and insti—
tution. We find with the CEPII data ( 1999—2010) that the export trade flows of China’s cultural goods especially the core
cultural ones are driven mainly by the distances of culture and institution while the impact of traditional distances such as
geographic and economic distances is quite slim. We overcome the problem of endogeneity by using genetic distance as instru—
ment variable for cultural distance.

Key words: trade of cultural goods; cultural distance; political distance; institution distance; genetic distance
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