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Productivity fixed export costs and export behavior of enterprises:
theoretical and empirical analysis based on enterprise heterogeneity
TAN Zhouling ZHU Weiping

( Institute of Industrial Economics Jinan University Guangzhou 510632 China)

Abstract: This paper constructs a simple theoretical framework to analyze the relationship between productivity fixed
export costs and export behavior of enterprises and empirically tests it with the combined data of Chinese industrial enterprise
database and the Customs database from 2000 to 2007. The results are as follows. The choices of different export behavior
still conform to the order of productivity. The fixed export costs has a restraining effect on the direct export of enterprises but
it has a promoting effect on the indirect export of enterprises. Furthermore for direct export enterprises high productivity can
weaken the export restraining effect of the fixed export costs. High fixed export costs will inhibit the export promotion effect of
productivity for direct export enterprises while the opposite is true for indirect export enterprises. Therefore in order to
promote export we should not only focus on productivity but also make efforts to reduce the fixed costs of export and make
export intermediaries play an active role.

Key words: productivity; fixed costs; export behavior; heterogeneity; self-selection effect



