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Export intensity product value chain and informatization level:

learning effect or scale economy effect?
LIU Jun

( Faculty of International Trade Shanxi University of Finance & Economics Taiyuan 030006 China)

Abstract: The informatization effects of Chinese firms” export intensity and their influence paths were analyzed from the
perspective of product value chain in this paper. The internal mechanisms were analyzed theoretically and then were tested
empirically based on the dimensions of overall and product value chain through adopting the models of iv—tobit and iv-eprobit
and the micro-data from the World Bank. The results show that: The export intensity has a significant positive effect on the
informatization level in the overall and all aspects of product value chain and the positive effects in the downstream of product
value chain are greater than that in the upstream of product value chain; the learning effect and scale economy effect of export
are two important paths for the export informatization effect but the role of the former is greater than the latter in the overall
and all aspects of product value chain. The above results could provide new ideas and decision-making basis for firm to
promote the information construction of the entire product value chain in the context of economic globalization.

Key words: export intensity; informatization level; product value chain; learning effect; scale economy effect



