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Can you have both fish and bear’ s paw?
The impact of innovative city pilot policy on

urban industrial agglomeration

HU Zhaolian' NIE Changfei’ SHI Daqian’
(1. Business School Jiangsu Normal University Xuzhou 221116 China;
2. Economics and Management School Wuhan University Wuhan 430072 China;
3. School of Public Administration Zhongnan University of Economics and Law Wuhan 430073 China)
Abstract: The pilot construction of innovative cities has increased the factor resource endowment level of the pilot cities
through the policy-induced increase in the input of innovative elements thereby reducing the production costs of enterprises.
Combined with the cultivation of innovative enterprises and the improvement of innovation carriers it jointly promotes the

development of industrial agglomeration in pilot cities. Based on the panel data of 283 prefecturedevel and above cities in
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China from 2003 to 2017 this paper uses PSM and DID analysis methods to test the above theoretical mechanism by taking
the exogenous impact of the implementation of the innovative city pilot policy as a quasi-natural experiment. The results show
that the pilot policy of innovative cities has the phased characteristics of “emphasizing services and neglecting
manufacturing”  which has an inhibitory effect on the collaborative agglomeration of urban industries. This conclusion is still
significant after a series of robustness tests and endogenous analyses. Through further in-depth research it is found that in
cities with a high degree of agglomeration of producer services the implementation of the pilot policy shows the policy
orientation of both producer services agglomeration and manufacturing agglomeration which indicates that the pilot policy
eventually has a positive impact on the agglomeration of urban manufacturing industries by promoting the agglomeration of
producer services.

Key words: innovative city; pilot policy; industrial agglomeration; emphasizing services and neglecting manufacturing;

quasi-natural experiment; instrumental variable
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Administrative approval system reform and firm financialisation:

analysis of a quasi-natural experiment based on the

administrative approval centers’ establishment
LIU Chang' ZHANG Jinghua® WANG Xirui’

(1. School of Public Finance and Administration Tianjin University of Finance and Economics Tianjin 300222 China;
2. Research Institute The State Administration of Taxation Party School of CCP  Yangzhou 225007 China;

3. School of Public Finance and Taxation Zhongnan University of Economics and Law Wuhan 430073 China)

Abstract: The downward pressure on the economy coupled with the impact of COVID9 has brought more uncertainty
to the struggling industrial operation. Shifting away from real economy towards virtual economy has also become an inevitable
choice in the development path of many real enterprises. Using financial data of A-share listed companies from 1998 to 2018
this paper establishes a quasi-natural experiment from the administrative approval center based on the firm financialisation
under the perspective of institutional change. The paper then systematically examines the impact of the administrative approval
system reform on firm financialisation by adopting the difference-in-differences model. The study finds that the reform of the
administrative approval system has a significant dampening effect on firm financialisation in general. The main influence
mechanism is that the establishment of administrative approval centers is conducive to lowering the barriers to entry and
stimulating R&D innovation which in turn changes the existing resource endowment of enterprises and the order of market
competition allowing real enterprises to develop an endogenous motivation to focus on industry. Further research shows that
the dampening effect of the establishment of administrative approval centers on firm financialisation greatly exists among
eastern regional enterprises domestic enterprises and profitable ones. This study takes the institutional change dimension as a
starting point in the hope of providing new perspectives and new ideas to grasp the deeper mechanisms of firm financialisation
and to correct the company’ s tendency from real economy to virtual economy.

Key words: administrative approval system reform; real economy; firm financialisation; administrative approval center;

quasi-natural experiment; difference-in—differences model
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