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Estimation of Intergenerational Mobility of Rural Areas in China:
Based on Thousands of Household Surveys in Three Provinces

and Six Counties
HUANG Bin BIAN Yifan

( School of Public Administration Nanjing University of Finance and Economics Nanjing 210023 China)

Abstract: Based on the rural household survey data of six counties in Zhejiang Anhui and Shaanxi provinces from 2009 to
2010 using ols and quantile regression an empirical study was conducted on the inter-generational income mobility between
the parents and the generations in Chinas current rural areas. The results show that the current inter-generational income elas—
ticity of Chinas rural areas is about 0.5. After controlling the regional variables the inter-generational income mobility is re—
duced to 0.33. Compared with foreign studies the current inter-generational mobility is low. In addition there are three heter—
ogeneity in the study of inter-generational mobility in rural areas of China. First gender heterogeneity father-son inter-genera—
tional mobility is significantly higher than that of father-daughter inter-generational mobility. Second the region is heterogene—
ous. There is heterogeneity in inter-generational income between regions in rural areas. Inter-generational mobility is the stron—
gest in the eastern region followed by the western region and the weakest in the central region. Third household income is het—
erogeneous. Different income families in rural areas also have heterogeneity. The inter-generational mobility of low-income fam—
ilies is relatively weak and the inter-generational mobility of high-income families is relatively strong. This implies that the for—
mulation of policies should be focused to poor areas backward areas in the central and western regions and future generations
of women with a view to improving the economic and social status of themselves and their descendants in the future.

Key words: Rural Area; Inter-generational mobility; Heterogeneity



