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Characteristics and Evolution of Industrial Linkages between China

and Countries along “the Belt and Road”

HUANG Yongming' > PAN Angqi' ’
(1. Institute for Region and Urban-Rural Development Wuhan University Wuhan 430072 China;
2. Center for Industrial Development and Regional Competitiveness Wuhan University Wuhan 430072 China)

Abstract: Using the newly developed production decomposition model in Global Value Chain( GVC)  this paper analyzes
characteristics and evolution of industrial linkages between China and countries along “the Belt and Road” since 2000. Result
shows that countries with high forward linkages index have high backward linkages. The forward linkages between China and
most countries along “the Belt and Road ”are dominated by simple GVC activities and the forwards dependence of most coun—
tries on Chinese market is strengthened. The backward linkages between China and nearly half of the countries along “the Belt
and Road” are dominated by complex GVC activities. Therefore it is not only necessary to consider complementarity of rele—
vant industries with relevant countries to construct regional value chains of “the Belt and Road” around China but also neces—
sary to strengthen and develop collaboration between China and main trade partners so as to realize the integration of regional
value chain and technology chain.

Key words ‘the Belt and Road”; global value chains; decomposition model; forward linkage; backward linkage



