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Population Aging and Urban-—rural Income Gap: Analysis Based
on Panel Data of 31 Provinces from 2002 to 2018
LING Yingbing' > LI Dongwen'

(1. School of Economics Nanjing University of Finance and Economics Nanjing 210023 China;

2. Nanjing Normal University of Special Education Nanjing 210038 China)

Abstract: In the past ten years the narrowing of the income gap between urban and rural areas has been the main force
restraining the further widening of the national income gap. At the same time the problem of population aging has gradually e—
merged. Based on panel data from 31 provinces and municipalities in China from 2002 to 2018 this paper uses quantile regres—
sion models to study the heterogeneity between population aging and the income gap between urban and rural China. It is found
that there is a positive relationship between population aging and the urban—rural income gap and the impact is stronger at low
quantiles. Taking into account the trend of narrowing urban-—rural income gaps the results of this article imply that the aging
population within the region inhibits further narrowing of the urban—rural income gaps. When the urban—rural income gap has
narrowed to a certain extent this restraining effect will be stronger.Population aging is a long+term trend in recent decades in
China. The results of the article help to understand the impact of demographic changes in income distribution and social security
reforms.

Key words: population aging; urban—rural income gap; panel data; quantile regression; heterogeneity impact



