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Comparison of Chinas Modern Opening up

and Significance to the World
ZHANG Weifu' CHEN Pei’

(1. School of International Economics and Trade Nanjing University of Finance and Economics Nanjing 210023  China;

2. College of Food and Material Science Nanjing University of Finance and Economics Nanjing 210023 China)

Abstract: From the Opium War in 1840 to the founding of the Peoples Republic of China in 1949 and through the reform
and opening up in 1978 China has become the worlds second largest economy. Through ups and downs and hard work China
has written a chapter of opening-up with distinctive Chinese characteristics. By sorting out the modern stages of Chinas opening
up and comparing the development characteristics of each stage this paper divides modern opening up of China into three sta—
ges. In 1840 China was opened up passively under the gun of western powers. At that time China was forced to open its door
and become a semifeudal and semi—colonial society. In the 1980s China woke up and took the initiative to open up. China
corrected its wrong ideas carried out reforming and opening up actively participated in international trade and sought new i-
deas for development. In the 2020s Chinas self-conscious deepening of opening-up Chinas economic social cultural and
other development at an unprecedented level once again actively integrated into the world. The reform and opening up of China
has improved its comprehensive national strength and living standards of people also made great contribution to economic de—
velopment of the world.

Key words: modern opening up; consciousness to self-awareness; high—quality development; contribution to the world



