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Agglomeration of Innovative Talents, Optimization of Industrial Structure,
and High-quality Economic Development .
An Empirical Study Based on 41 Cities in Yangtze River Delta Region

ZHANG Zhidong, WEI Haosong
(School of Economics, Anhui University, Hefei 230601, China)

Abstract: As China’s economy moves towards a stage of high-quality development, the demand for innovative talents in
various regions is constantly strengthening. Based on the statistical data of 41 cities in the Yangtze River Delta region from 2011
to 2020, a fixed-effect analysis method is adopted. The results show that the synergistic effect of the agglomeration of innovative
talents and the upgrading of industrial structure has a stronger promoting effect on high-quality economic development. The
heterogeneity analysis demonstrates that the agglomeration of innovative talents can significantly promote the high-quality
economic development of Jiangsu, Anhui and big cities but that it has no significant effect on Zhejiang and small cities. The
promoting effect of industrial structure optimization on Jiangsu is greater than that on Zhejiang and Anhui, while the promoting
effect on big cities is greater than that on small cities. Using the threshold model, it is found that the promoting effect of
innovative talent agglomeration on high-quality economic development is gradually enhanced with the improvement of industrial
structure optimization level. In order to better achieve the goal of high-quality development of regional economy, cities must
improve the suitability of innovative talents and industrial structure. By improving the talent introduction system and industrial
system, the talent reserve and industrial level of Zhejiang and Anhui will be improved, thus promoting the integrated
high-quality development of the Yangtze River Delta.

Key words :innovative talent gathering; industrial structure optimization; high-quality economic development; threshold

effect; integration of Yangtze River Delta



