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The Impact of Industry-City Integration on the Sustainability
of Urban Innovation

An Empirical Study Based on 41 Cities in the Yangtze River Delta

ZHANG Zhidong, QIN Xiaodan
(Anhui University, College of Economics, Hefei 230601, China)

Abstract : In the new era, the process of city construction has focused on the integration of industry and city and the
sustainability of urban innovation. The article uses a sample of 41 cities at the prefecture level and above in the Yangtze River
Delta to explore the effects and paths of industry-city integration on the sustainability of urban innovation in the region. The
results of the study show the following: (1) the integration of industry and cities in the Yangtze River Delta has increased year
by year, realizing a positive shift from mild dysfunction to initial coordination. (2) Industry-city integration can effectively
improve the sustainability of urban innovation and maximize this positive effect in the 90% quartile. (3) Industry-city
integration can improve the sustainability of urban innovation by promoting industrial structure transformation, concentrating
talent, and upgrading informatization. (4) There is a positive spatial correlation between industry-city integration and the
sustainability of urban innovation in the Yangtze River Delta. Greater industry-city integration can improve the sustainability of
innovation in neighboring cities through positive spatial spillovers, and these spillovers are stronger under the economic factor
than the geographic factor.

Key words :industry-city integration; urban innovation continuity; industrial structure transformation; talent concentration;

informatization



