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How can Innovative Industrial Clusters Improve New Quality Productive Forces?

Empirical Evidence from Quasi-Natural Experiment

LI Xiaolong, WEI Qifan
(School of Applied Economics, Guizhou University of Finance and Economics, Guiyang 550025, China)

Abstract : Accelerating the forging of new quality productive forces is an inherent requirement and an important focus in
the construction of new patterns in the early stages of development. Innovative industrial clusters are an important manifestation
of innovation, supporting the construction of a modernized industrial system and the formation of new quality productive forces.
This study employs panel data for 277 prefecture-level cities in China from 2011 to 2022 to explore the impact of innovative
industrial clusters on new quality productive forces. We apply a staggered difference-in-differences method and use the
implementation of a pilot policy on innovative industrial clusters as a quasi-natural experiment. The study finds that the pilot
clusters were effective in enhancing new quality productive forces. The conclusion holds after a series of robustness tests.
Improving the quality of innovation, increasing the accumulation of human capital, and promoting the upgrading of industrial
structures are the core effect mechanisms. The impact of innovative industrial clusters on new quality productive forces is more
significant in the southern cities and cities with higher levels of marketization. The spatial spillover effect of innovative industrial
clusters on new quality productive forces is obvious, and the establishment of these clusters in pilot cities can improve new quality
productive forces in neighboring cities.

Key words: innovative industrial cluster; new quality productive forces; staggered difference-in-differences method;

quasi-natural experiment



